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been at once commissioned to act in Spain on behalf of Charles, his former pupil, but the great Cardinal Ximenes was already in possession of the supreme authority by the late King's will, and would brook no rival In May 1516, he proclaimed Charles Bang of Spain, jointly with his mother Juana (to whom her father left the crown). The Cardinal also dealt wisely and kindly with Charles's younger brother Ferdinand, who had been the favourite of his Spanish grandfather.
Meantime we must return to Maximilian, who in the spring of this year had already joined in another League against France. The Swiss Cantons were divided in opinion ; eight of them were for peace, but five were eager to continue the struggle. With the help of these and a strong German force, the Emperor once more invaded Italy and threatened the French possession of Milan. Before the end of March, the situation appeared so desperate that the Constable of Bourbon was pressed by the other French generals to surrender, but he declared that he would save Milan or be buried in its ruins. He secured great stores of provisions, ordered the destruction of the suburbs, and the walls were strongly manned with rows of foot-soldiers, crossbowmen behind, and all protected with heavy artillery. He was himself on the watch night and day, with his captains, for fear of treachery, and no meetings were allowed in the city between sunset and sunrise.
The army of Maximilian had advanced without opposition to the very environs of Milan, when news was brought to Bourbon that 60,000 men,     King was in earnest
